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NEWS IN SOCIETY.

Tens and Othor Entertainments—The Great
Fancy Tea-Party,

The feature of the week in those charming
precinets of soclety where the air is redolent
with rosebuds and savory with Young Hyson
has been the teas. There is something so charm-
ingly Informal nbout them, 8o chatly, so unos-
tentations and withal so dlsmlflnd and respect-
able, that they go right to the heart and take
completely caplive the favor of the matrons of
what is probubly one of the greatest tea-drinking
citles In the world. Although it is but little
known outside, these Philadelphin teas mean
very mueh more than appears upon the sur-
face. Although not generully accepted as such
abroad, they are quite generally meant and
accepted by those who give and attend them as
a protest ngainst the extravaganee, the exnggera-
tion and even the intemporanee to which, in so
many Instances, the fashionable 1ife of people of
great wealth in great citles is tending. They aro
looked upon as cpitomizing in the shape of a
simple, Inexpensive and harmless social enter-
tainment  the important factors of eon-
servatism, fraternity and moderation, and
there are some who, while dignifying them
by assoclation with Martha Washington, be-
lieve also that they are indicative of the
triumph of republiean Institutions, People
hink balls * horrld,” who clalm that the
hundreds of dollars spent for terrapin and such

at evening might be
better spent and who look upon champagne as
“delusion and a snare,” sueh people just dote on
teas, and as they are the only class of entertain.
ment which will bring all varieties of women to-
gether, the matrons who like champagne and
terrapln better than conservatism or theology
are compelled to resort to them too. Some
of these teas are unl..ne in surprises  that

with  the of  themn
very charming, Bnnnl]ml bits of china
are introduced; there are sometimes separute
small tables for groups, and flowers, as pretty
favors or gifts to glve nway, are made much use
of. As they do not require much effort they are
frequently made occasions for the first introduc-
tlon in an ofticlal socinl way, If it may be so
termed, of a daughter, After a glrl has distin.
guished herself pouringout tea for other and older
ladics and serving a few gentlemen she may
safely venture upon the more trying ordeal of a
large reception.

SOME OF THE TEAS.

Among the numerons afternoon teas of the
week have been Mrs, Lhurll'n Platt’s on Monday,
at whieh her daughter was presented, and (hat
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ENTERTAINMENTS TO COMB,

The invitations to the ball by Mrs, (
Fisher sct for Thursday next have been recilled
in consequence of the death of a rolative, Cards
for days “at home,” which are substantially teas,
have been issued as follows: Mrs, Ale m.mu-,
Thursdays in January; the Misses Wurtz, Fri-
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